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What is claimed is : 

1 . A computer-implemented system for helping users efficiently identify and access 
research reports for one or more securities, the system comprising: 

means for accessing research reports for a plurality of contributors; 

means for filtering the research reports based on at least a measure of the contributors' 
past performance; and 

means for displaying, in a graphical user interface, a filtered listing of research report 
objects corresponding to the research reports that have been filtered. 

2. The system of claim 1 , wherein the research report objects comprise links that, when 
selected by a user, enable the user to access the corresponding research reports. 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein accessing a research report comprises at least one of 
purchasing, viewing, downloading, or printing the research report. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the measure of the contributors' past performance 
comprises at least one of a measure of estimate accuracy for each contributor on one or more 
securities, or a measure of profitability of stock ratings for each contributor on one or more 
securities. 
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5. A computer-implemented system for helping users efficiently identify and access 
research reports for one or more securities, the system comprising: 

means for simultaneously displaying, in a graphical user interface, a listing of research 
report objects corresponding to research reports authored by one or more contributors, along with 
historical performance data for the one or more contributors. 

6. The system of claim 5, wherein current predictions for the one or more contributors are 
also simultaneously displayed with the research report objects and historical performance data. 

7. The system of claim 5, wherein the research report objects comprise links that, when 
selected by a user, enable the user to access the corresponding research reports. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein accessing a research report comprises at least one of 
purchasing, viewing, downloading, or printing the research report. 

9. The system of claim 7, further comprising means for means for enabling a user to obtain 
additional information about a research report prior to accessing the research report. 

10. The system of claim 5, wherein historical performance data comprises at least one of a 
measure of estimate accuracy for each contributor on one or more securities, or a measure of 
profitability of stock ratings for each contributor on one or more securities. 
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11. A computer-implemented system for helping users efficiently identify and access 
research reports for one or more securities, the system comprising means for simultaneously 
displaying, in a graphical user interface: 

(i) a listing of research report objects corresponding to research reports authored by 
one or more contributors, wherein the research report objects comprise icons that, when selected 
by a user, enable the user to access the corresponding research reports; 

(ii) historical performance data for the one or more contributors; and 

(iii) means for enabling a user to obtain additional information about a research report 
prior to accessing the research report. 

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the additional information comprises additional 
information about at least one of a contributor, entities with which the contributor is affiliated, 
or a research report. 



38 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 23449.026 



13. A computer-implemented system for helping users efficiently identify and access 
research reports for one or more securities, the system comprising means for simultaneously 
displaying, in a graphical user interface: 

(i) a list of some or all securities covered by a contributor; 

(ii) the contributor's current prediction for one or more fiscal events for each security 
listed; 

(iii) at least one measure of the contributor's historical performance for each security 
listed; and 

(iv) research report objects corresponding to one or more research reports authored by 
the contributor for each security listed. 

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the current prediction comprises an earnings estimate. 

15. The system of claim 1 3, wherein the current prediction comprises a recommendation. 

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the measure of the contributor's historical performance 
comprises at least one of a measure of estimate accuracy for the contributor for each security 
listed, or a measure of profitability of stock ratings for the contributor for each security listed. 



39 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 23449.026 

17. The system of claim 13, wherein the research report objects comprise links that, when 
selected by a user, enable the user to access the corresponding research reports. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein accessing a research report comprises at least one of 
purchasing, viewing, downloading, or printing the research report. 

19. A computer-implemented system for helping users efficiently identify and access 
research reports for one or more securities, the system comprising means for simultaneously 
displaying, in a graphical user interface: 

(v) a list of contributors having current predictions for a given security, for a selected 

fiscal event; 

(vi) current predictions for the given security from each contributor listed; 

(vii) a measure of each contributor's historical performance for the given security; and 

(viii) research report objects corresponding to one or more research reports authored by 
each contributor listed for the given security. 

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the current predictions comprise earnings estimates. 

21. The system of claim 19, wherein the current predictions comprise recommendations. 
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22. The system of claim 19, wherein the measure of each contributor's historical 
performance for the given security comprises at least one of a measure of estimate accuracy for 
each contributor for the given security, or a measure of profitability of stock ratings for each 
contributor for the given security. 

23. The system of claim 19, wherein the research report objects comprise icons that, when 
selected by a user, enable the user to access the corresponding research reports. 

24. The system of claim 19, wherein accessing a research report comprises at least one of 
purchasing, viewing, downloading, or printing the research report. 
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